
Health inequalities:
What’s that got to do with me?

A webinar for elected members



Welcome and Introduction 

Councillor Jonathan Owen - Chair
(Chair East Riding Health and Wellbeing Board)



Mentimeter



- Please go to Menti.com on your laptop/device 
- Enter Code: 8587 8684

“What do you think you can do to 
reduce health inequalities as an 

elected member?”



What are health inequalities?
Anna Hartley 
(Executive Director of Public Health and Communities, 

Barnsley Council)



Determinants of Health (Social model)





Life expectancy improvements have slowed from 2010s



COVID-19 mortality rates were more than twice as high in the 
most deprived areas compared with the least deprived
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There were significant differences in life expectancy across 
different areas before the pandemic



Female age-standardised COVID-19 mortality 
rates at ages 20 to 64, by sex, and major 
occupational group, England and Wales

11
ONS, Coronavirus (COVID-19) related deaths by 

occupation, England and Wales 2020



Teachers reporting loss of learning in schools

12



‘For many families their problems derive from 
problems with the infrastructure of society. 
No amount of counselling, early childhood 
curricula, or home visits will take the place of :
1. jobs with decent incomes, 
2. affordable decent housing, 
3. good health care, 
4. optimal family structure or 
5. supportive neighbourhoods where children 

encounter positive role models.’
Edward Melhuish 



Read our supporting evidence at:
www.health.org.uk/evidence-hub

Health is influenced by many factors - the NHS accounts 
for 10-20% of good health



Local 
Authority, NHS 
and Partners 
role in 
influencing the 
public’s health 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjN0ZmSrvPbAhXJJVAKHeZvDyYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.slideshare.net%2Fkingsfund%2Fimproving-the-publics-health-infographics&psig=AOvVaw3Xi69tLGeOaancW5X07rV-&ust=1530172285839550


Smoking in 
public places 



Minding the Gap and your 
involvement



Elected Member Reflections

Councillor Jonathan Owen







3 things you can do as an 
elected member
Councillor Jonathan Owen (Chair)





What do you currently do that reduces 
health inequalities?

and

What is one thing you would like to do in the 
future?



Q&A



Summary and Close
Councillor Jonathan Owen (Chair)
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