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Chronic neglect of chronic disease
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Expand coverage of ESSENTIAL 
MEDICINES AND TECHNOLOGIES 

Improve SURVEILLANCE

Strengthen HEALTH SYSTEMS

Reduce MODIFIABLE RISK FACTORS

Increase FINANCING

NCDs: What binds us 
STRENGTHEN SYSTEMS
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Deadly collision: NCDs and COVID-19

SDG 

3.4

Slow, insufficient and uneven 
progress on NCDs. 

Underinvestment in NCDs 
and healthy populations.

Weak and inadequate health 
systems and UHC to respond 

to NCDs.
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Deadly collision: NCDs and COVID-19

UHC2030 Discussion Paper, May 2020: 
Living with COVID-19: Time to get our act together on health emergencies and UHC

https://www.uhc2030.org/fileadmin/uploads/uhc2030/Documents/Key_Issues/Health_emergencies_and_UHC/UHC2030_discussion_paper_on _health_emergencies_and_UHC_-
_May_2020.pdf



https://ncdalliance.org/why-ncds/covid-19/map-unhealthy-industry-responses

https://ncdalliance.org/why-ncds/covid-19/map-unhealthy-industry-responses


Led by SPECTRUM Research Consortium and NCD 

Alliance

Over 760 examples crowdsourced from 94 countries

4 main industry strategies, 

● Adapting marketing and promotions, increasing 

availability 

● Corporate social responsibility and philanthropy

● Shaping policy environments

● Pursuing partnerships, coveting collaboration.

Report, Signalling Virtue, Promoting Harm is an exposé 

and analysis of tactics and strategies adopted by unhealthy 

commodity industries during early months of the COVID-19 

pandemic and magnifies the behaviour happening all the 

time.

https://ncdalliance.org/resources/signalling-virtue-promoting-harm

https://ncdalliance.org/resources/signalling-virtue-promoting-harm








Implications of preliminary analysis

• Global mechanisms like there are for tobacco, which protects 

governments and policy making from commercial and other vested 

interests, are important to manage harmful commodity industry 

interference and influence.

• We need was to support governments, civil society and communities 

in understanding risks and managing interactions with commercial 

sector actors – at local, national and global levels.

• Pandemic response must be coherent with related health and 

development priorities, including effectively tackling - ie preventing -

NCDs. Health should be at the heart of all policy. 

• Responses to economic crisis and funding constraints should be 

shaped by commitment build back better, despite industry pressure to 

adopt weaker approaches to pricing, trade and regulation that have 

long proven damaging to health and development.
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