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Background

• Brief scoping in 2022 across Y&H led by OHID, in 
partnership with UKHSA and the Association of Directors 
of Public Health (ADPH)

• To better understand the health and wellbeing need of 
sex workers (indoor and on street) and partnerships in 
place to support them

• Recommendations made to inform approach to improve 
health outcomes and reduce inequalities experienced by 
people selling sex

• YH Sex Work Steering Group established to oversee 
recommendations

https://www.yhphnetwork.co.uk/links-and-resources/coi/inclusion-health/sex-work/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-for-health-improvement-and-disparities/about
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-health-security-agency/about
https://www.yhphnetwork.co.uk/about-us/
https://www.yhphnetwork.co.uk/about-us/


1. To develop a framework for a public 
health approach to sex work 

• Explore what the wider determinants mean for 
those involved in sex work. 

• Identify protective and risk factors and take a 
life course approach, addressing needs earlier 
on.

2. Data and intelligence: Explore available data 

sources to improve understanding, esp. indoors. 

3. Subgroups: Further explore the needs of 

subgroups e.g. migrants and trans sex workers.

4. Strategies/levers: Identify opportunities to 

embed needs of sex workers into regional/place-

based work.

Recommendations included 

5. Leadership: Establish multi-agency steering group to be formed to 

oversee recommendations. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-profile-for-england-2018/chapter-6-wider-determinants-of-health
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-matters-life-course-approach-to-prevention/health-matters-prevention-a-life-course-approach


Yorkshire & Humber Sex Work Steering Group

• Convened March 2023 to oversee 
recommendations

• Membership: OHID, UKHSA, NHSE, Sex work 
services and other VCSEs, lived experience 
leads, ICBs, LAs, CSP, VRU, police forces, 
academics

• Co-chaired by lived experience lead and 
OHID



A public health approach to sex work across Yorkshire & Humber

https://public-health-workforce-development-yh.my.canva.site/a-public-health-approach-to-sw-across-yh




Introduction & background pages…

Why develop a public health approach to 
sex work? 

Who is the approach aimed at?

What do we mean by sex work?

Autonomy

What the research tells us and impacts on 
health and wellbeing



















Footer 16





To think about how…..

others can be encouraged to advocate for addressing the health & wellbeing needs of people selling 
sex – within your own organisation and beyond

this can be utilised to provide a framework to encourage action - you might only want to focus on 
certain sections or adapt it for other inclusion health populations

to identify people in your system who are well placed to raise awareness and encourage a joined-up 
approach

helpful the approach is – any lessons/feedback

Please share the link A public health approach to sex work across Yorkshire & Humber

Contact: cathie.railton@dhsc.gov.uk / georgina.wilkinson@ukhsa.gov.uk 

https://public-health-workforce-development-yh.my.canva.site/a-public-health-approach-to-sw-across-yh
mailto:cathie.railton@dhsc.gov.uk
mailto:georgina.wilkinson@ukhsa.gov.uk
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