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BRIEF

BACKGROUND

Why do a HNA?

Little was known or understood 
about gambling in Wakefield.

The purpose of the HNA was to strengthen 
to evidence base and produce 
recommendations.

There is no designated public health lead.



OVERVIEW
HNA

Desktop review of key information

Epidemiology of gambling and 
gambling harm

Local mapping of betting premises

Literature review on preventive interventions

Online survey (Wakefield residents 18-34) 
about gambling and the gambling industry



SOME KEY

FINDINGS

Estimated local prevalence of harm higher than 
regional estimate

Young adults (18-34) in Wakefield may not 
be naïve to industry tactics

Inequalities exist (deprivation, age, alcohol)

*interpret cautiously due to low numbers

*Slight differences in local (AHS) v national (HSE) survey methodology 
although both based on Problem Gambling Severity Index (PGSI) scores. 

Density of licenced betting premises is 
highest among most deprived decile

There is increasing demand for support 
(NHS NGS referrals doubled)





DETERMINANTS
COMMERCIAL

Like many other commercial sectors, the gambling 
industry applies various tactics to downplay the health 
risks of gambling whilst maximising profits.

Harmless framing of gambling and emphasis 
on individual responsibility 

Aggressive advertising and marketing 

Product design and features

Lobbying of politicians

Shaping the narrative, creating uncertainty and causing 
doubt about public health evidence

Enhancing public image

ADPH: Protecting the public from being harmed or 
exploited by gambling and the gambling industry

Tackling this:

Good governance toolkit | ADPH

https://www.adph.org.uk/2022/06/protecting-the-public-from-being-harmed-or-exploited-by-gambling-and-the-gambling-industry/
https://www.adph.org.uk/2022/06/protecting-the-public-from-being-harmed-or-exploited-by-gambling-and-the-gambling-industry/
https://www.adph.org.uk/resources/good-governance-toolkit/


HAS THERE BEEN ANY

IMPACT?

• Cabinet spokesperson briefing

• All Members briefing

• Health and Wellbeing Board

• Gambling harms has a platform

• Internal discussions re. recommendations

• Actions to follow



KEY

CHALLENGES

Engaging key stakeholders

Not letting it collect dust...

Working with limited resource

Knowing where to start



LINK TO

FRAMEWORK



THANKYOU

cferneyhough@wakefield.gov.uk / christus.ferneyhough@nhs.net
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