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What I’ll cover

• What is Public Health Intelligence 

(PHI)?

• PHI in PHE

• Our PHI products
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Aspects of PHI

• Populations, geographies, demographics

• Mortality, morbidity, (healthy) life 

expectancy

• Service use, behaviours, wider 

determinants

• Inequalities

• Statistics, methods, Data science
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Definitions

• “surveillance, monitoring and assessment of health and 

the determinants of health, plus the development of the 

public health evidence base and knowledge” 

Source: FPH, Functions of the local public health system 

• “The public health knowledge and intelligence function 

underpins the delivery of public health practice” 

Source: Healthy Lives, Healthy People: A Public Health Workforce Strategy, 

Public Health Policy & Strategy Unit, 2014
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What is Public Health Intelligence?

PHI gets us from data to decisions….

What is Public Health and what is Public Health Intelligence?5

Data Information Intelligence
Informed 
decision 
making
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What

works? 

What’s happening

/has happened

/might happen?
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What I’ll cover

• What is Public Health Intelligence 

(PHI)?

• PHI in PHE

• Our PHI products
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PHE has over 300 staff working in Knowledge & 

Intelligence, distributed across nine regions
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Local Knowledge and Intelligence Service (LKIS) is part of 

Public Health England’s Health Intelligence division 

We cover Yorkshire and the Humber

–based in York

–6 staff

–close links with the PHE Centre in 

Leeds
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Us!

Public Health 

Data Science

Local 

Knowledge 

and 

Intelligence 

Service

(LKIS)

Clinical Epidemiology

Life course

Population Health Analysis
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What works?
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https://phelibrary.koha-ptfs.co.uk/

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/health-economics-a-guide-for-public-

health-teams
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What I’ll cover

• What is Public Health Intelligence 

(PHI)?

• PHI in PHE

• Our PHI products
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Local stakeholders in Barnsley have seen an article which 
suggests that 2 out of 3 people are overweight.

Is obesity an issue in Barnsley?
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What would we like to know?
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➢ How does Barnsley compare to the national or 
regional average, or to neighbours or peers? 

➢ Are there particular areas within Barnsley driving 
this?

➢ Is it getting better, staying the same, or getting 
worse?

➢ Is there a particular demographic sub-group 
driving this?

➢ What’s causing obesity? What are the 
consequences?
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Fingertips is our main PHI product

Routine PHE K&I products
http://fingertips.phe.org.uk

http://fingertips.phe.org.uk/
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Routine PHE K&I products



Want to know more about PHI?

Monthly Information update on recent intelligence 

products and events

Groups on Knowledge Hub (Khub)

E-learning modules 

Bi-monthly free one-day course: Foundations in 

population health intelligence

Quarterly PHINE Network CPD events
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Further resources:

Want to know more about PHI? 



Intelligence Updates
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Email Ceri.Wyborn@phe.gov.uk to 

join the distribution list
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KHub
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To join:

1)  go to www.khub.net

2) Register

3) Search for PHE 

Yorkshire and the 

Humber and PHE 

National Health 

Intelligence

4) Request to join
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E-learning
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www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/health-

economics-and-prioritisation-in-public-

health/

www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/public-

health-intelligence/
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A foundation course in population health 

intelligence
A free workshop to familiarise you with, or provide a 

refresher on, population health intelligence and its use in 

everyday public health practice

The course covers:

• basic statistical techniques (confidence intervals, standardisation) 

• PHE online profiles and tools, with a focus on Fingertips and SHAPE

The course consists of:

• two e-learning modules

• an interactive and hands-on day, based around relevant case studies

When: 3 December 2019, 9.30-4

Where: City of York Council, West Offices, York

Apply: via Eventbrite, here. 
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PHINE Network
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(PHINE = Public Health Intelligence North of England)

Quarterly CPD events targetting LA analysts 

but open to anyone with an interest in PHI:

• Dec18 Suicide, self-harm and drug-

related deaths

• Mar 19 Multi-morbidity and frailty

• Jul 19 Population Health Intelligence

• Sep19 Health Inequalities & Inclusive 

Growth

Email Ceri.Wyborn@phe.gov.uk for 

more information
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Further resources:

PHI products and tools



Where to find PHE health intelligence

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/phe-data-and-analysis-tools
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A signposting guide is available on Khub, in 

the PHE National Health Intelligence group
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https://khub.net/group/phe-local-knowledge-and-intelligence-

services/group-wiki/-/wiki/Main/Signposting+guide
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