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Background 
· Substance misuse is a major contributor to morbidity and mortality, locally and globally1 
· Wakefield has the highest rate of deaths from drug use in Yorkshire and Humber2 
· Ketamine use is increasing3 
· Current referral process into Turning Point (substance misuse service) involves an online form, email, or 

telephone call, which is accessible to anyone 

Method 

QualitaƟve purposive sampling of perspecƟves 
with themaƟc analysis. MulƟple 1:1 informal face-
to-face interviews with the public health 
commissioner, turning point staff including the 
clinical service manager and non-medical 
prescriber, Bevan service provider, and general 
pracƟƟoner. Focus group with 4 peer mentors from 
Turning Point with lived experience. 

Conclusion 

Both routes have value. It may be unrealisƟc for 
GPs to refer all paƟents into Turning Point. 
However, recognising the circumstances where this 
would be more appropriate e.g. vulnerable 
individuals, should form part of the assessment. 
This is parƟcularly relevant with substances that 
oŌen have a clinical presentaƟon e.g. liver damage 
with alcohol misuse, and bladder symptoms with 

ketamine. 
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