Introduction

Locality Health Needs Assessments (HNA's) offer:

« the opportunity to comprehensively deepen the understanding of an
area in terms of the building blocks of good health

« epidemiology within a small geographical area

This understanding contributes to community level strategic planning
and brings and amplifies the voice of the community.

A community voice is sought
using participatory and inclusive
methods. Such methods account
for low literacy levels in some
communities and English not
being the first language. The
community researchers attend
groups and places where local
people are found i.e. local events
and galas, community groups
and street corners.

Data and intelligence pertaining
to the wider influences of

health highlight which essential
building blocks of health are
limited within the area. These
iInclude employment deprivation,
Income deprivation, child poverty
iIndicators, and housing indicators.
These add to the understanding of
an drea and allow for an analysis
of the causes of health inequality.

MSOA data allows a deeper
scrutiny of health data which
provides a ‘picture’ of a place,
whilst maintaining robust
iIntelligence. This intelligence

can be extrapolated to similar
areas with confidence that health
conditions and outcomes are
alignhed.
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